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August 2018 EDITION 
Dates for the Diary—August and September 

August 15th—Oral History Course 10am The Church—

funded by the National Lottery. 

August 19th Village Picnic—All welcome from 12 noon at 

Netherwood. 

August 21st—Friendship Club—Village Hall 10.30am 

‘Countryside in the Sixties’. 

August 28th - Gardening Club visit: 2.30pm Lawless Hill, 

Sellack, Ross on Wye. Cost £5.00 plus refreshments. 

September 18th - Friendship Club—Village Hall 10.30am 

‘Herefordshire Market Towns’. 

September 25th - Garden Club visit :2.30pm Astley 

Towne House sub tropical garden. Cost £7.00 inc 

refreshments. 

September 27th—Friends of Stoke Lacy Church lunch at 

Nethercourt—(details from Chris McNaught - 

mc.chris@btinternet.com). 

Further ahead 

October 14th—Harvest Lunch for all—Village Hall 1pm. 

October 20th—Autumn Breakfast—Village Hall 9.30am—

noon. 

November 2nd—"The Morgan Family - their Life and 

Times" plus  Grand Draw at the Morgan Motor Company, 

Malvern, 6.30pm (proceeds to "Harvesting Our Heritage"). 

November 11th—Remembrance Service—Stoke Lacy 

Church. 

November 17th—Village Hall ‘Murder Mystery Evening 

and Supper’ - 7.30pm. 

Stoke Lacy Friendship Club 

The Friendship Club have had a busy summer:    
 

A trip on the River Wye  starting from Symonds 
Yat , Garden Party at Stoke House and last month 
we had a film and talk on 'Costumes of Peru.'  
 This meeting was particularly enjoyed as our 
speaker had everyone trying on the numerous 
costumes she had collected during  her travels—
see below.  The clothes were made from very 
bright hand woven cloth and until fairly  recently 
only natural dyes were used but  of course, as 
tourism takes hold many clothes are now machine 
made for the visitors.  In the old days ladies and 
children wore several layers to keep warm.  This is 
why people looked so plump on old photographs. 
We are always pleased to see new faces so if you 
think you may enjoy meeting us, please pop in to 
say "Hello".  We meet every third Tuesday of the 
month at Stoke Lacy Village Hall at 10.30 am.  
We serve coffee/tea and biscuits on arrival and 
after the Speaker and a lot of chat most members 
go across the road to The Plough for their lunch.   
ANY QUESTIONS please phone 
Margaret Woodley on 01432 820270 or 
Daphne Montandon on 01432 820605 or  
email    n.d.montandon@gmail.com 

Village Hall News 

mailto:n.d.montandon@gmail.com
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J.D.POYNER 
JCB & PLANT HIRE CONTRACTOR 

 

ALL TYPES OF BUILDING AND AGRICULTURAL 
WORK UNDERTAKEN. 

 

VERY COMPETITIVE RATES AND GOOD SERVICE 

7 DAY/24HR EMERGENCY SERVICE 
 

01885 490771/07831 503767 

TOP GARAGE 
 

HEREFORD ROAD, BROMYARD 

 

PETROL, DIESEL, PARAFFIN, AUTOGAS,  

RED DIESEL 

FULL WORKSHOP FACILITIES. MOTS 
TYRES. EXHAUSTS. BATTERIES AND 

ACCESSORIES. 

 

OFF LICENCE 

7AM-6PM MON TO FRI 

7PM-2PM SATURDAYS 

    8AM -1PM SUNDAYS 

TELE 01885 483342 

GEOFF   IVISON 
 

Your local garden machinery 
specialist 

 

All leading brands Supplied, Serviced & 

Repaired. 

NEW & USED MACHINERY 

AT COMPETITIVE PRICES 

Free Collection & Return  

 

01885 400601  

Sapey Golf Club 
Upper Sapey, Worcester, WR6 6XT 

 

ATTRACTIVE 27 HOLES GOLF COURSE 

CLUBHOUSE, BAR AND RESTAURANT 
 

Come and join us for Sunday Lunch Carvery 

3 Course, Coffee and Petit Fours 

£14.50 

We also cater for 

PRIVATE FUNCTIONS 

GOLF MEMBERSHIP AVAILABLE 

SOCIETIES WELCOME 

PAY AND PLAY AVAILABLE 
 

To book call 01886 853288 

Email: info@sapeygolf.co.uk 

www.sapeygolf.co.uk 

GRAHAM THE GARDENER 
 

BLOCK PAVING 

FENCING, PATIOS 

ALL ASPECTS OF GARDEN MAINTENANCE 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

 

FAST FRIENDLY SERVICE 

 

TEL: 01885 490820 or 07974 127213 
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For several years the Village Hall produced a popular 

pantomime in the hall annually, but thespian 

performances have been less in evidence of late and 

so the trustees have decided to host a 

 ‘Murder Mystery and Supper Night’  

on Saturday 17th November at 7.30pm.  

We hope this will be a popular event with 

participation both in treading the boards and as 

‘mystery solvers’ from the village and wider 

community. 

20th October sees the return of our renowned 

‘Autumn Breakfast’ from 9.30am until noon. 

A.G.M. 

The Annual General Meeting of the Village Hall 

Trustees took place on Wednesday 23rd May at 8pm. 

There were six Trustees present and apologies 

accepted from one other. There were no members of 

the Public present. The Chairman gave a report on 

the last twelve months activities, maintenance and 

fundraising and thanked all the Trustees for their 

time and hard work over this period. The Treasurer 

presented detailed copies of the Annual Accounts 

and summarised the figures which showed that the 

Hall is in a sound financial position. The meeting 

closed at 8.30pm. Janet Ivison—Chairman of the Hall 

Trustees 01885 400601 

******************************* 

Spaceguard Centre Open Day 2018 

    If you are at a loose end on Saturday August 11th, 

you might consider a fifty-minute drive out from 

Stoke Lacy through beautiful countryside to the 

Spaceguard Centre near Knighton, which will be open 

between 2 and 5.30pm. This is a working 

astronomical observatory which is also the National 

Near Earth Objects Information Centre, studying the 

danger of asteroid and comet impacts and providing 

timely and accurate information to the public and the 

media. It is also the venue for regular meetings of 

amateur astronomers known as the Marches 

Astronomy Group. 

    Admission on the day is free and there will be lots 

to see, including a number of telescopes, large and 

small, from serious research instruments to those 

used for casual observation. There will be 

presentations in the planetarium, exhibitions of 

collected meteorites and rocks from both the Moon 

and Mars, and many other displays and 

demonstrations. 

   In addition, you will be able to see how we are 

progressing with “Project Drax”, the housing and 

installation of the largest telescope in Wales, and 

what will be one of the largest operational research 

telescopes in the UK.  

    Also, if the weather is fine, the views from the hill 

on which the observatory stands are nothing short of 

spectacular. The Spaceguard Centre is clearly 

signposted from the A4113 from Leominster just 

before entering Knighton. You can also look for 

directions and more information on the website 

www.spaceguarduk.com.  

Neil Walters  
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Occasional help needed to 
clean cabins, hours variable. 

Please call Tina on 07815 733565 

 

 

 

 

BROMYARD COMMUNITY TRANSPORT 

Transport Problems? 
If you do not have access to a car or public transport, call 

us, we can help get you going 

Our Services 

Go Dial a Ride and Community Cars 

Day Outings and Shopping Trips 

Group Minibus Transport 
Wheelchair friendly minibuses and MPV  

Why not volunteer as a driver 

Help us today - you may need us tomorrow! 
Call us on 01885 488452 or pop into the office 

1 Rowberry Street, Bromyard, HR7 4DU 

E: info@gobct.org.uk, www.gobct.org.uk  

Broxash 
Dog 

Grooming 

 

From a bath and a brush up to 
a full makeover 

25% off your dog’s first 
appointment 

Pick up and drop off available 

Veterinary Nurse for over 10 
years 

07795 101735 

mailto:info@gobct.org.uk
http://www.gobct.org.uk
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Stoke Lacy Remembers 

Every year on Remembrance Sunday in our Church we 
remember the men from this village who gave their 

lives in the Great War.  The congregation say, 

“We will remember them” 

We are fortunate in that we have a booklet written by 
Adrian Yeeles in 2014 which tells us much about the 
men of this village who died in this War.  Having this 

record allows us not just to remember their names but 
to know much about their families and background.  

‘WE WILL REMEMBER THEM’ is available in the 
Church. 

On the 11th and 12th of July, John and Mary Caiger  as 
representatives of the Parochial Church Council and of 

The Friends of Stoke Lacy Church, went to France to 
visit some of the graves and the memorials of those 

who have no known grave. 

During this time they visited The Thiepval Memorial 
and The Euston Road Cemetery.  It is always a moving 
experience visiting the cemeteries of this terrible War 
but in this the 100th year since the ending of the War 

particularly so.   

Further commemorations are planned in the village on 
Armistice Day, and with this in mind Nigel Montandon 
and team have been creating a  display of hundreds of 

individual poppies which will be at the Church, with 
ceramic poppies available to buy in the lead up to the 

service on 11th November. 

John Caiger 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Three Shropshire Lads 

David McKeeman’s piece in the last edition of the 

Cider Press reminded me of a bit of research into 

my unremarkable, but nonetheless thought 

provoking and poignant, family history. TV 

programmes like ‘Who Do You Think You Are?’ had 

prompted me to join ‘Ancestry’ and make some 

discoveries beyond what I had been told by my 

grandparents. So, on my maternal grandmother’s 

side , I knew for instance that her family, the 

Cookes, had lived at Coppice Farm ,Ratlinghope 

since at least 1695. But as far as First World War 

involvement was concerned, I thought there would 

be little on this side of the family because I 

assumed , wrongly, that they would be in reserved 

occupations as farmers. Certainly, my grandmother 

had never mentioned any war service. However, a 

visit to Ratlinghope Church showed three Cooke 

boys on the war memorial plaque. It turned out 

that these three brothers, my grandmother’s 

uncles : Philip, Alec and Wilfred all served in the 

King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, and that Philip and 

Alec served in Palestine . At the end of the war 

they would have been 24, 23 and 19 respectively;  

they all came home and married and had families 

of their own; Wilfred returned to farming—his 

descendants still farm at The Coppice today. But 

Philip and Alec became school masters, Alec 

retiring as headmaster of a school in Brighton.   

We rightly remember those who gave their lives in 

the war—a lost generation—but I often wonder 

about all those who came home from the conflict 

and how traumatic it must have been for them. 

Like our Shropshire lads, young men from the rural 

backwater of the Welsh border lands, to be thrust 

into the heat of the middle east and what an effect 

it must have had on their later lives. These days we 

recognise Post Traumatic Stress Disorder and the 

impact conflict has on veteran’s mental health but 

no such recognition or treatment was there for 

those who served one hundred years ago. So let us 

remember those who came back, as well as those 

who made the ultimate sacrifice. 

Jo Davies 

 

**************************** 
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THE PLOUGH INN 
STOKE LACY 

 

FREEHOUSE 

RESTAURANT AND BAR MEALS 

LUNCHTIME AND EVENING 

DAILY SPECIALS BOARD 

SUNDAY LUNCHTIME CARVERY 

WYE VALLEY ALES 

SUPERB NEW FUNCTION ROOM 

LANDSCAPED BEER GARDEN 

Open every day except Monday. 

TEL: SIMON AND NARDIA LEWIS  

01885 490658 

STOKE LACY VILLAGE 

HALL 
A Registered Charity Number 1082078 

The perfect venue for parties, meetings and gath-
erings of all kinds. For enquiries please contact 

the Bookings Secretary  

Geoff Ivison on 01885 400601  

Holiday Cottage in South 
West Scotland 

Adjacent to Dalbeattie Forest, Dumfries & Galloway 

Great location for cycling, mountain biking, walking, 
golfing, bird watching, sailing, touring  – or just relaxing! 

STB 3 Stars. Sleeps 4. Open all year. 

For further details contact: 

Alma Westwood 

Phone: 01885 490286; email: westwoodja@hotmail.com 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwif9d3m1tbcAhVOxYUKHQ7dCcIQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fworldartsme.com%2Fsummer-activities-black-and-white-clipart.html&psig=AOvVaw25bsqyaL-gbQTb-sfPCvCQ&ust=153
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Christians Against Poverty (CAP) 

Those reading the pages of this publication may be 

forgiven for thinking that the purpose of the Church 

of England these days is merely the preservation of 

ancient buildings—like Stoke Lacy Church. If you 

want to see an example of Christians working 

together to help people with modern day problems 

look no further than our own Helen Combe and our 

curate Kina Robertshaw, who have been trained to 

deliver courses to help people manage their money 

and combat the effects of debt.  

People are finding the CAP Money Course extremely 

helpful and a brilliant tool for managing your money. 

It's for everyone - millionaire to pauper. 

Anyone who handles money - and that's all of us - 

will appreciate using the CAP Money System. 

As one former delegate says: "The CAP Money 

System has enabled me to go on holiday for the first 

time in years, pay for Christmas and even pay for my 

wedding!" 

CAP (Christians Against Poverty) works with St Peter's 

Church, Bromyard to provide this free service. Helen 

Combe and Kina Robertshaw run the workshops, in 

the Parish Room adjoining the church. If you would 

like to book a place, please contact us: 07948 903750 

or stpetersbromyard@gmail.com 

or go to : 

Workshop 1: Thurs 30th Aug      10.30am - 12.30pm 

Workshop 1: Thurs 6th Sept      10.30am - 12.30pm 

 

Workshop 1: Tues 2nd Oct        7-9 pm 

Workshop 2: Tues 9th  Oct       7-9 pm 

 

Workshop 1: Thurs 15th Nov      10.30am - 12.30pm 

Workshop 2: Thurs 22nd Nov      10.30am - 12.30pm 

 

Jo Davies 

News from Herefordshire Council 

As Leader of Herefordshire Council one of my main 

responsibilities is to chair Cabinet meetings and ensure that 

key decisions are made. Since becoming Leader some really 

important decisions have been taken, for example we 

approved the Learning Disability Strategy 2018-2028. The 

total annual spend on health and social care services for 

adults with learning disabilities in Herefordshire in 2017/18 

was £30.7 million. The strategy, produced in partnership with 

the CCG and the learning disability community, aspires to 

enable the same outcomes for people with learning 

disabilities as for other residents. There is a focus on 

aspirations and enabling people with a learning disability to 

live as independently as possible. The Cabinet also agreed 

future delivery options for museum, library and archive 

services. Despite funding challenges, no libraries have closed 

in the county and there has been investment in library 

facilities and the new archives centre. The valuable role of 

volunteers and local people was also recognised. It is unlikely 

that there will be Government funding for libraries and 

museums in the future, so we are looking at ways to ensure 

the sustainability of these services. I am also busy with 

representing the Three Crosses Ward and meet with parish 

councils on a regular basis. I attend 9 different parish councils 

and the meetings tend to occur in the same few weeks. I 

attended four meetings last week alone. It is a really good 

opportunity to get important feedback and also I am able to 

report on Herefordshire Council business. I am always able to 

meet on a one to one basis but if you do need to catch me 

your local parish council meeting is always a good place to 

start. Lastly, I was invited to attend an event hosted by the 

Prime Minister at 10 Downing Street in July. As it was a lovely 

summer evening the event took place in the gardens at the 

rear. I introduced myself to the Prime Minister and I was 

pleased to be able to inform her that we are currently in the 

process of making key decisions that will provide more 

homes and jobs in Herefordshire. 

Jonathan Lester Ward Cllr for Three Crosses, Leader of 

Herefordshire Council. 

********************************** 

FIRE CHOIR.   

On the evening of Friday  29th June a very lively and 
jolly evening was held in the Church when, thanks to 
Clare de la Torre, Fire Choir came to the village and 
performed a Concert for us in the Church.  An event 
truly enjoyed by all who came and by the Choir.  The 
PCC hope that the Choir will come again next year?  

 

John Caiger 

 

 

mailto:stpetersbromyard@gmail.com
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THIS SPACE IS AVAILABLE 
FOR YOUR 

ADVERTISEMENT  

CONTACT 

clarealbert61 @gmail.com 

  

 

 

RANGE COOKER 

SPECIALIST 

DEAN JAMES NAT GAS,LPG&OIL 

REFURBISHMENT 

CONVERTIONS 

FLUE INSTALLATION 

INSTALLATION SERVICE & REPAIR 
 

TEL: 01885 400639 MOBILE 07866 604877 

 

WWW.RANGECOOKERSPECIALIST.CO.UK 

JOHN REECE 

Garden ~ Hardscaping & 

Home Maintenance 

Patios 

Terraces 

Fencing etc 

Mini digger hire 

Household maintenance 

Please phone     01885 400 611 
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Historical research at home 

I propose to run a class in the village hall to show people how 

to learn history at home just using your computer and an in-

ternet connection. Here's a sample of my own work, made 

from the 17 shortest accounts Google found for me. It's about 

the day of the Assassination of Archduke Francis Ferdinand at 

Sarajevo: 

"The first conspirator who tried to kill Franz Ferdinand (5) was 

a Black Hand agent, (7,9) a Serbian nationalist (14) named Ne-

djelko (7,12) Cabrinovic. (7,9) OR Čabrinović. (12,15) or Gabri-

novic. (15) He (4,5) OR Gavrilo Princip (11) acted without hesi-

tation. (16) He pulled a bomb from his pocket, struck the deto-

nator against a lamp post, (16) and threw it (4,5) OR a grenade 

(6,7) at the Archduke’s car. (4,5) This took place at 10:10 a.m., 

(7) on the Appel Quay (12) as the motorcade passed the cen-

tral police station. (7) The driver (7,16) Leopold Loyka (16) ac-

celerated when he saw the flying object, (7,16) so the bomb 

missed. (4,5) OR it bounced off the (12,14) side of the (15) 

open convertible car. (12,14) OR It was a good shot but the 

Archduke, protecting Sophie, deflected it onto the street. (17) 

It hit (11) OR exploded underneath the wheel of (6,7) OR ex-

ploded near (15,16) the next car (6,7) causing debris to fly and 

nearby shop windows to shatter. (16) Francis Ferdinand with 

presence of mind threw himself back and was uninjured. (15) 

He (5,6) and his wife (6,9) escaped unhurt, (5,6) OR his wife 

suffered a small (12,15) scratch on the neck (16) OR wound 

(12,15) on her cheek. (12,15) caused by flying debris from the 

explosion. (16,17)" 

Altogether I found 150 contradictions (there are ten in this 

section - count the number of 'OR's in capitals). Contradictions 

show you the extent to which 'history is a cacophony of allega-

tions', and open up avenues for more detailed research. Each 

statement with two numbers in brackets after it has been 

'corroborated': if a statement only appears in one source it 

may be suspect, so 'corroboration' is one of the 'Rules of evi-

dence' that historians use.  

The course will equip you with the tools for the job using pre-

prepared materials, and then enable you to pursue research 

into topics of your own choosing at home. A course of six hour 

long lessons in the village hall will be economically viable if I 

have at least six people ready to pay £5 per hour session. 

Hugh Nicklin – For more details contact the editor on 

jjpw.davies@gmail.com 

ALL CONTRIBUTIONS ARE WELCOME  

Please send any letters, articles, news, and views - to The Edi-

tor of The Cider Press c/o Jo Davies, Old Rectory Cottage, Herb 

Lane, Stoke Lacy, HR7 4HJ. 

All views expressed are those of the contributor. 

E-mail to jjpw.davies@gmail.com  

Letters to the editor 

I have received two letters; one regarding the church 
lottery success and the other regarding planning in Ocle 

Pychard. 

Following the news of the Church’s lottery grant  

So, the parish magazine has proclaimed, the church building has 
got funding for the renovation work from one of the biggest 

gambling organisations in the country.  May I suggest this pre-
sents a difficult dichotomy. 

As a secular meeting place and historical monument it is possibly 

beneficial to the community to have this funding and do this 

work.  If the powers that be consider the church to be unique 

then it is their decision to spend money on history whilst people 

needing food banks struggle to make ends meet.  I understand 

that there is quite a secular community connected with your 

church building and I wish you well in your quest to keep it up-

right. 

As a Christian symbol in the community it is very damaging to get 

this funding.  It will require advertising of the benefits of heavy 

duty gambling in your publications and/or in the actual build-

ing.  Two of the greatest effects of the national lottery, encour-

aging gambling and the adoration of  great wealth, are distinctly 

anti-Christian.  Christianity is not about old buildings, history and 

tradition.  The funding your Christian community is providing for 

the renovation would be better used for school visits and youth 

evangelism. 

With great respect to you all and in the love of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

Name and address supplied 

************************************** 

Coming Soon to a Field Near You… 91 Acres of Plastic 

A planning application has been submitted to Herefordshire 

council to erect polytunnels for tabletop strawberry production 

in the heart of Ocle Pychard. The applicant is George Leeds, of 

Withers Farm, Wellington Heath: it is his polytunnels that al-

ready blight the landscape along the Hereford-Ledbury road.  

https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/info/200142/

planning_services/planning_application_search/details?

id=182191&search-service=parish&search-source=Parish&search

-item=Ocle%20Pychard&search-term=E04000845 

Alongside 49 acres of year-round tunnels and 43 acres of tun-

nels that will be up for 10 months, there will be 72 static cara-

vans housing 360 workers: the influx of so many workers will 

literally double the population of Ocle Pychard. The develop-

ment will include a range of service buildings, and there is a sep-

arate application for converting agricultural buildings into two 

houses – and another one for Environmental Impact Assessment 

screening. 

Understandably, the local residents are far from happy and have 

https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/info/200142/planning_services/planning_application_search/details?id=182191&search-service=parish&search-source=Parish&search-item=Ocle%20Pychard&search-term=E04000845
https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/info/200142/planning_services/planning_application_search/details?id=182191&search-service=parish&search-source=Parish&search-item=Ocle%20Pychard&search-term=E04000845
https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/info/200142/planning_services/planning_application_search/details?id=182191&search-service=parish&search-source=Parish&search-item=Ocle%20Pychard&search-term=E04000845
https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/info/200142/planning_services/planning_application_search/details?id=182191&search-service=parish&search-source=Parish&search-item=Ocle%20Pychard&search-term=E04000845
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formed a campaign group which is in the process of 

challenging the application. The number of objections from 

local communities does have an impact on the decision-

making process of the planners, so if you feel strongly about 

this increasing industrialisation of farming and the threat it 

presents to the countryside, please write a letter of objection 

to the council and submit online or by post to: 

Ms Rebecca Jenman, Herefordshire Council, Plough Lane, 

Hereford HR4 0LE.  

If allowed to go ahead, this will be the third sea of plastic 

along a 5 mile stretch of the A465. The cumulative effect of 

the spread of these polytunnel developments is worrying: a 

quick look at a satellite image on Google maps shows plastic 

covering land in Marden, Brierley, Withington Marsh, 

Nunnington, Pixley, Wellington Marsh, Pencombe – all within 

a 9 mile radius of Ocle Pychard. Why is such a desecration of 

our beautiful landscape being allowed to happen? 

This proposed development is on land that was being farmed 

by tenant farmers, and was sold by the council. Three 

farmers were earning a living from this soil. Now, one 

individual hopes to earn a fortune from strawberries that 

never go anywhere near the soil.  

If any readers would like further information or are able to 

offer us any advice, please email polytunnel-

invasionoclepychard@hotmail.com 

Kathie Barrs 

************************************** 

Do you agree or disagree strongly with either of these 

points of view? Any contributions will be included on 

these or other matters. If you are fed up with hearing 

about the church or the lottery bid, please send any 

contributions you feel may be of interest to the 

readership to the editor at jjpw.davies@gmail.com. 

Thank you. 

************************************** 

 Church News 

“Oh What a Lovely Day”  

Stoke Lacy Church Fete was held on Father’s Day 17th 
June.  This was clearly a ‘good’ day as we had many 
more ’Dads’ and young people than usual.  

The weather held fine and the Vintage cars rolled into 
the Churchyard in plenty of time for the 2o’clock start.  
Many thanks to Geoff Ivison for organising this.   

There was much for every one to do – young and old – 
and delicious teas served from a trolley in the 
Churchyard.  All the games were popular  especially 
those organised by the young folk.   

Many thanks to those who organised and ran the 
events and to all those who came to support the event.  
The splendid sum of over £1,300 was raised.   

Grand Raffle  

Many of you will know that the PCC are organising a Grand 
Raffle to raise funds for the repairs to the Steeple and Roof of 
The Church.   

There are four great prizes.  These are : 

 

1st  Weekend hire of a Morgan Plus 4 Car 

2nd A weeks holiday for 4 in a cottage in Scotland 

3rd A two night stay in a romantic log cabin in Herefordshire 

4th  £100 

 

Tickets can be collected from John Caiger at The Old Coach 
House (opposite the Church) or they can be delivered to you 
by arrangement with John (01432 820272 or  

jcaiger@btinternet.com) 

Many people have already got tickets and I would ask that 
counterfoils and money are returned to me so that we can 
see how ticket sales are going!! 

 

Tickets are easy to sell as the prizes are good and a book (or 
two) of tickets would make a good present for family and 
friends!   

 

So please collect some tickets and get selling!!   

 

John Caiger   

*************************************** 

STOKE LACY PCC 100 CLUB RESULTS 

JUNE 2018 

1st Chris Leverington £20 

2nd Jo Davies £10 

3rd Ann Pimblett £5 

JULY 2018 

1st  Betty Davies £20 

2nd Sue Mckeeman £10 

3rd Tina Lifely £5 

Fete Draw Glynis Harding £100 

Any enquiries, please ring Tina Lifely  - 01432 820154 

 

**************************************** 

  

mailto:polytunnel-invasionoclepychard@hotmail.com
mailto:polytunnel-invasionoclepychard@hotmail.com
mailto:jcaiger@btinternet.com
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“Harvesting Our Heritage".  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The harvest has begun. Meetings have been held with the 
Architect and with the Morgan Motor Car Company and 
the formal permission to start has been requested from 
HLF. 
 
The architect has been instructed by the PCC to invite 
tenders for work on the spire and tower, the north nave 
and porch roofs and for new rainwater goods (gutters etc) 
and new soakaways. It is anticipated that the tenders will 
be evaluated by mid-August at which time the PCC will 
decide for what there are sufficient funds and instruct 
contractors. There are sufficient funds to complete the 
urgent tower and spire repairs. 
 
It is expected that work will start in the autumn - date 
depending on the availability of the chosen contractor. 
 
Currently there is a budget shortfall of circa £35,000 to 
complete the works above plus the heritage elements but 
this will be clarified on receipt of the tenders………….. so 
please continue to give generously. We cannot stop yet!! 
 
We do have fund raising activities underway:  
 
The Morgan Motor Company has kindly invited us to sell 
our Grand Draw tickets at their "Thrill on the Hill" 
weekend on Saturday 11th August at the Factory.  
 
If you have not yet had the opportunity to buy your 
Grand Draw tickets please contact John Caiger or myself. 
The prizes are amazing: (1st prize) Drive a Morgan Plus 4 
Car for a weekend, (2nd) a week in a holiday cottage in 
Dumfriesshire, (3rd) a weekend in a fishing lodge in 
Herefordshire or (4th) £100.00. 
 
The big event for us is an evening at The Morgan Factory 
Friday 2nd Nov - an introduction from the MD, talk on the 
life and times of the Morgan Family by the archivist, tours 
of the factory and museum and live music. This event will 
include the Grand Draw and refreshments. Tickets will be 
on sale to all through Eventbrite.  Put the date in your 
diary now!! More information to follow. Grateful thanks 
to the Morgan Motor Company for donating their 
facilities and organising the event for us. 
 
A major festival is being planned for 2019 in Stoke Lacy to 

mark the 110th year since the famous three wheeler was 
made. Date to be fixed.  
 
Plans are being laid to implement other aspects of the 
Heritage programme. A free training course in Oral 
History will be run by Julia Letts, Accredited Trainer of the 
Oral History Society on 15th August in the church in Stoke 
Lacy.  Let me know if you would like to attend. More 
details on our Facebook page: www.facebook.com/
stokelacyproject   and see the article on Local History in 
the Cider Press. 
 
More information about the Heritage Project in general 
can be found on our website at: 
https://www.stokelacyheritage.co.uk 
 
Thank you for your support… please keep it rolling! 
 
John Davies              01432 820732    
cottageold@gmail.com 

  

 

Interested in Local History?  
 A chance to learn more - free - in Stoke Lacy. 

 
As part of the "Harvesting Our Heritage" Project the Oral 
History Society, a national organisation, is running a 
course in Stoke Lacy. There is no charge. It is a practical 
and interactive course from 10am to 4.30pm on 15th 
August run by Julia Letts, Accredited Trainer from the 
Oral History Society.   
 
Oral history is the recording of people’s memories, ex-
periences and opinions. It is: 

A living history of everyone’s unique life experiences 
- young, senior and in the middle of life 

An opportunity for those people who have been 
‘hidden from history’ to have their voice heard 

A rare chance to talk about and record history face-
to-face 

A source of new insights and perspectives that may 
challenge our view of the past and present 

The course will be tailored to the needs of our project and the 
attending delegates. No qualifications or experience needed 
and age is immaterial. Training will involve the operation of 
the simple recording equipment. You must commit to work as 
one of a pair in recording interviews of Stoke Lacy and District 
folk of all ages or assisting with the preparatory work.  
 
There is space for 8 delegates only.  Let me know if you would 
like to book your place. 
Bring your own lunch. Free teas and coffees. 

 
John Davies cottageold@gmail.com  

file:///C:/Users/John/AppData/Local/Temp/www.facebook.com/stokelacyproject
file:///C:/Users/John/AppData/Local/Temp/www.facebook.com/stokelacyproject
https://www.stokelacyheritage.co.uk
mailto:cottageold@gmail.com
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POLICE CONTACT NUMBERS 

West Mercia Police non emergency  

number: 101 

Bromyard Town Local Police Team:  

PC John Meek 01905 744219  

CSOs Sue Berrett & Steph Annette 01905 

744219 or 07970 546064 (mobile number not 

to be used to report incidents).  

In an emergency always dial 999.  

Crimestoppers 0800 555 111. 

 

Carers needed for Children with  

Disabilities for Family-based  

Overnight Stays  

We are currently recruiting for Family Based 

Overnight Short Break Carers for Children 

with Disabilities. We are looking for people 

with relevant skills and experience to provide 

this much needed service for children and 

families. A short break could be between one 

and six nights per month.  

Carers will be assessed as approved foster 

carers, receive £108 per overnight/24 hours 

and will be offered continuous training, 

development and ongoing support.  

If you are interested in this rewarding work, 

please contact Stuart Barber or Sue Powell on 

01432 383 240 or email : 

fosteringandadoptionbusinesssupport@herefo

rdshire.gov.uk.  

To see more information please go to 

www.herefordshire.gov.uk/health-and-social-

care/children-and-family-care/fostering/short-

breaks-carers.  

 

 

 

 

Caring for children aged 2 to 5 
Morning, Afternoon and All-Day sessions 

Plus 
Breakfast Club each day from 8am 
For a free taster session please call 

01432 820824 

Ofsted Graded GOOD 2016 
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Stoke Lacy & District Garden Club 

Garden visit Tuesday 22nd May 

Garden club members gathered in Hereford Cathedral on a 

fine and warm afternoon for this month’s visit to the Cathedral 

gardens. We were met by our tour guide who led us around all 

of the gardens, which cover some 6 acres to include the Chap-

ter House Garden, Deanery Garden, College of the Vicar’s Cho-

ral, Cloister and Chapter gardens and Bishop’s garden and 

gave us a little of the history of how the gardens connect to 

the Cathedral, and the many uses the various gardens have 

been put to over the long period of time the Cathedral has 

been in existence.  

Much of the planting reflected these uses such as in the Clois-

ter and Chapter gardens, many herbs for both culinary and 

medicinal use are found. The fabulous mature trees in the 

Bishop’s Palace garden include cedar of Lebanon, tulip tree 

and some beautiful acers have naturalised spring bulbs under-

neath them. Many roses all around the gardens were just in 

bud with a few early ones flowering in the shelter of the stone 

walls dividing the gardens, promising beautiful scent to be 

enjoyed in a few weeks’ time. 

The gardens have a beautiful backdrop descending to the river 

which was used for transporting goods to the Cathedral in past 

times, and we were privileged to be able to visit the Dean’s 

own private garden which is a lovely personal garden, and 

even a vegetable garden for the Dean’s own use.  

Possibly one of the highlights was that we had timed our visit 

perfectly for the bearded iris to be in bloom and were treated 

in one part of the garden to a stunning display in a border ei-

ther side of steps in the garden in colours of light blue/

lavender with one variety having white flowers edged in pale 

blue.  

At the end of our visit we were treated to an English cream tea 

in the beautiful room overlooking the gardens including huge 

homemade scones, clotted and whipped cream, jam, fresh 

strawberries and as much tea and coffee as we could drink. A 

fitting finale to a lovely spring afternoon in a very special Eng-

lish garden. 

Garden visit Tuesday 26th June 

A return visit for some members to The Cottage Herbery saw 

huge changes in the garden over the last few years. On anoth-

er very warm afternoon we were welcomed in the old hop 

picking shed by Kim Hurst who told us about the many pro-

jects she and Rob have been working on, we were surrounded 

by beds and borders which are between 1 and three years old. 

They were looking very well considering their youth and 

showed the promise that the future years will bring as they 

mature. Much of the planting is hardy perennials and herba-

ceous with experimental areas including annual poppies, 

plants for hot, dry areas and plants suitable for an exposed 

For more information on the gardening club please  contact 

David Preece: dj.reece@hotmail.co.uk or Tel: 01885 490604. 

************************** 

The History of Bromyard—off the top of my head 

The Eighteenth Century to Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee 

In the eighteenth century Bromyard will have participated in the 

revival of the aristocracy, with horse racing on Bromyard Downs 

attracting wagers. Cricket, too will have been played for money. A 

blacksmith might share a partnership at the crease with an earl, 

something which was spectacularly not the case in France. Fox-

hunting perpetuated the skills of the former knightly warriors. The 

broken countryside round Bromyard would have seen a regular 

guerrilla war between poachers and gamekeepers. A mysterious 

increase in the population will have seen some people from Brom-

yard migrate to Birmingham to find work in the new metal indus-

tries. A very small number may have found their way to the sea 

and participated in the imperialist expansion of the period. The 

middle classes will have patronised Wesleyan Methodist chapels, 

and the poor the Primitive Methodist chapels.   

site.  

The Hursts have recycled as much of the material from the site as 

possible including some raised vegetable beds using corrugated 

iron which puts all of the tempting goodies well out of reach of 

the local bunny population. 

Members then enjoyed exploring the gardens looking very envi-

ously at the lovely natural swimming pond which is another new 

addition to the garden. We were permitted to paddle in the shal-

low gravelled area surrounding the pond and many of us took 

advantage of this. 

After our wanderings, including the well-stocked nursery where 

we inevitably fell for some tempting plants which we just had to 

buy, we were treated to lovely cakes and drinks in the barn before 

we reluctantly left the Hursts to their beautiful rural idyll. 
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   Turnpike trusts improved the roads and left tollgate houses as a 

permanent memorial. New cheaper consumer goods became 

available, in particular china and textiles.  Elections in Bromyard 

will have produced the usual shambolic scenes of bribery and 

intimidation at the hustings, and men acceptable to the local 

landowning class were generally elected. 

Bromyard shared the general distaste for the French Revolution. 

Not having any major industry it was insulated from the effects of 

booms and slumps which were beginning to cause economic dis-

tress. Even its poor families ate beef on a regular basis, which 

Nelson’s sailors noted was not the case with French peasants. 

Pressure elsewhere gave a different selection of Bromyard men 

the vote in 1832, though there will not have been much pressure 

for it in Bromyard. The following year money from government 

funds became available to subsidise schooling for the first time. 

Bromyard workhouse will have become more severe as a result of 

the Poor Law Amendment Act of 1834, which required that life in 

the workhouse should be worse than life as the poorest em-

ployed labourer. Personal tragedies will have resulted, but not 

many people in Bromyard will have been Chartists, demanding 

votes for all men and annual parliamentary elections. Any who 

were will have made the fairly long journey in those days to 

Staunton in Gloucestershire, where there was a Chartist village. 

Probably well over half the people attended church or chapel on 

Sunday. News will have filtered through of the ridiculous idea that 

humans were descended from apes.  A major change will have 

been the arrival of the railway linking the town with Worcester 

and Leominster. Bromyard people could travel on at least one 

train a day in either direction at the minimum fare, thanks to the 

Railway Passengers Act of 1844.  

In 1867 a peculiar alignment of political forces saw the Conserva-

tive Disraeli push through a significant enlargement of the elec-

torate, giving votes for the first time to some working class men. 

Since the Conservatives had traditionally opposed reform, as in-

deed had many Liberals, the politicians thought they had to ad-

dress the condition of the poor men who would soon be voting. 

Between 1868 and 1880 a whole series of laws was passed im-

proving living conditions for ordinary people. It was felt that vot-

ers (by the liberals) and soldiers (by the Tories) ought to be more 

literate than before, so in 1870 elementary education became 

universal. Bromyard, already with its Church of England school, 

will not have needed to elect a ‘School Board’ to find places on 

the rates. The discovery in the 1850s that cholera was a water 

borne disease led to the provision of clean water and efficient 

sewage disposal. Gas street lighting was provided.  Men of Brom-

yard will have joined the army from time to time and served in 

imperial disputes across the globe. Sometimes they will have 

been farm labourers finding it difficult to get work because of the 

agricultural depression starting in 1879.  Some local men will have 

despaired of English agriculture and emigrated to places like Can-

ada, Australia or New Zealand. The County Councils Act of 1889 

saw the Bromyard roads quietly tarmacked without fuss. The wild 

gambling infested cricket of the past gave place to orderly leagues 

played on the half a day extra in the week which restriction of 

working hours allowed. Football was also organised into leagues 

(much sooner than rugby), but Bromyard had teams in all three 

sports and many others.  

The confidence and pride in British achievement across the world 
will have been reflected in Bromyard’s celebration of the Queen’s 
Diamond Jubilee in 1897. Bromyard’s MP will, though, have heard 
worrying stories from those in the know about the fact that the 
new United Germany and the slightly older United States were 

setting new standards for geopolitical greatness which Britain 
could not hope to match. Flag waving jubilees, and the new cur-
riculum for British History published in 1899 helped to conceal 
this uncomfortable fact from the people of Bromyard.   

********************************** 

The Future of the Cider Press—Is there anyone out there? 

The response from my piece last time about the future of 

the Cider Press has been, shall we say, low key. 

There has been an initiative instigated by the HOH team to 

try to encourage the collection of more email addresses 

and I hope this is forthcoming as it will greatly assist all   

organisations with their publicity and communication in 

general. As you will have seen from the front of the Cider 

Press I have included a list of events based in and around 

Stoke Lacy and I think this gives a flavour of some of the 

activities which take place in this tiny, but expanding,  com-

munity. It doesn’t mention the weekly pilates classes in the 

village hall, WI, the book club, PROBUS and the other activi-

ties of the village hall and parish council. 

I am grateful as ever for all the various contributions I     

receive in the form of letters, articles and news. Please keep 

sending these as I will happily include everything I am sent. 

The next deadline being 22nd September for October     

publication. Thank you to our advertisers, distributors, 

sponsors and to all of you for reading the Cider Press. 

Jo Davies 
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  From the Vicar 
 
Are you someone who counts their blessings? I’m writing 
this on a lovely summer’s evening, looking at our vicarage 
garden full of foxgloves, delphiniums, roses and sweet wil-
liams. The air is full of sweet fragrances and swifts are hurt-
ling across the blue sky. Even England is through to the next 
stage of the World Cup! It’s hard not to count your bless-
ings at such a time. Some people, we say, tend to see the 
world pretty much as a glass half-full. They are the opti-
mists. 
 
But not every day is like this. We can feel quite the opposite 
and sometimes with some justification. Instead, it’s easier 
to count our woes and sorrows: a long list results and it can 
feel like the proverbial glass is half-empty. Or less. We are 
the pessimists. Sometimes, what life throws at us is just 
overwhelming. For example, I heard someone talking on 
the radio earlier about student suicides. A young relative 
had taken their life and the speaker described her experi-
ence of life now as having got a whole lot worse than be-
fore and as a state which would never change for the 
better. It was heartbreaking to hear the grief. 
 
Which to choose? It reminds me of a much repeated verse 
in the Bible: Give thanks to the Lord for he is good; his love 
endures forever. These apparently unremarkable words are 
highly controversial when you stop to think about them . 
First, it is a command: Give thanks! Not a question, Shall we 
be thankful? Or even a statement, We are thankful. Hard to 
heed, perhaps, when we don’t feel very thankful. 
 
Second, it’s a call to give thanks to some-One. That’s hard 
to do, or even imagine, if you don’t believe in God, let alone 
the Lord, which is the English translation of the Jewish 
word, Jehovah, the Name of God revealed in the Bible. 
 
Third, a number of things are claimed about this God: he is 
good, he is loving and his love is for always. Just pause over 
each one for a moment. Can you believe these things? Big 
claims they may be, but imagine if any were not so: that 
God was not good (well, I certainly could not thank him!). 
That God was not loving (what would be the point in his 
being good, if so?). That his love does not endures but 
somehow peters out (then he wouldn’t be worthy of my 
worship, trustworthy or reliable. He would be changeable, 
not the same). 
 
So, I can say these Bible words, big words though they are. 
Sometimes, it feels as though I am saying through gritted 
teeth but when I do say them, something shifts inside me. I 
call it Gratitude.  
 
Gratitude, for me, is about counting my blessings, and they 
are many. Even if they were few and life was hard, even 
very hard, I could still find something to be glad about. It’s 
also about recognizing that, as I count my blessings, I have 
God to thank for them. They are not accidental but each is a 

small sign of his goodness, his love, his favour: to me. Grati-

tude keeps me going. It protects me from bitterness. It 

changes my outlook, and gives me get-up-and-go-in-life, a 

sense of purpose and direction. Above all it fills me with 

hope. So, yes, I do count my blessings and I want to contin-

ue to do so. I hope you can say the same. 

 

Clive Evans. 

 


