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Netherwood Fell and Extract  

If you go down to the woods today be sure of a big surprise. Well you would have been surprised had you visited in  

August and September as you would have been welcomed by three very friendly dogs, four strapping carthorses, a   

caravan, umpteen chainsaws and a great gang of foresters striving to put Netherwood back into shape. Engaged by the 

Woodland Trust, Kate, and her team, set foot to fell as many as one quarter of all the trees in order to enable more 

light in to help the saplings and undergrowth prosper.  

 Regular visitors to the wood will know how the trees have been allowed to grow with no management for far too long. 

The trees are too tall and spindly and ash die back is prevalent. And, while the sound of the canopy in a storm is       

awesome, it has been heart warming to see that the Woodland Trust are investing in improving the health of the site. 

 "Fell and Extract’ simply means the cutting down and removal of crops or trees. It can be extremely dangerous as you 

can imagine.  There are numerous approaches to felling and extracting trees most of which are mechanised. Not so the 

approach taken by our team. Instead the Gang of Four used four beautifully strong carthorses to extract the logs down 

to the road. 

Next time you take a stroll around the woods notice how wide the path is now and how much lighter it is. If you notice 

a tree with a red dot on - well they've missed one! It was lovely seeing the horses at rest in the field by the Millennium 

Rock. It is a pity that they couldn't become a permanent fixture. We wish Kate and her team Good Luck for future     

projects and thank them, and the Woodland Trust, for all their hard work.                                                    Ruth Hickmott 
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J.D.POYNER 
JCB & PLANT HIRE CONTRACTOR 

 

ALL TYPES OF BUILDING AND AGRICULTURAL 
WORK UNDERTAKEN. 

 

VERY COMPETITIVE RATES AND GOOD SERVICE 

7 DAY/24HR EMERGENCY SERVICE 
 

01885 490771/07831 503767 

TOP GARAGE 
 

HEREFORD ROAD, BROMYARD 

 

PETROL, DIESEL, PARAFFIN, AUTOGAS,  

RED DIESEL 

FULL WORKSHOP FACILITIES. MOTS 
TYRES. EXHAUSTS. BATTERIES AND 

ACCESSORIES. 

 

OFF LICENCE 

7AM-6PM MON TO FRI 

7PM-2PM SATURDAYS 

    8AM -1PM SUNDAYS 

TELE 01885 483342 

www.top-garage.co.uk 

GEOFF   IVISON 
 

Your local garden machinery 
specialist 

 
All leading brands Supplied, Serviced & 

Repaired. 
NEW & USED MACHINERY 
AT COMPETITIVE PRICES 
Free Collection & Return  

 

01885 400601  

Sapey Golf Club 
Upper Sapey, Worcester, WR6 6XT 

 

ATTRACTIVE 27 HOLES GOLF COURSE 

CLUBHOUSE, BAR AND RESTAURANT 
 

Come and join us for Sunday Lunch Carvery 

3 Course, Coffee and Petit Fours 

£14.50 

We also cater for 

PRIVATE FUNCTIONS 

GOLF MEMBERSHIP AVAILABLE 

SOCIETIES WELCOME 

PAY AND PLAY AVAILABLE 

To book call 01886 853288 

Email: info@sapeygolf.co.uk 

www.sapeygolf.co.uk 

GRAHAM THE GARDENER 
 

BLOCK PAVING 

FENCING, PATIOS 

ALL ASPECTS OF GARDEN MAINTENANCE 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

 

FAST FRIENDLY SERVICE 

 

TEL: 01885 490820 or 07974 127213 



3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stoke Lacy NDP Update 

The NDP Steering have continued to meet regular to push forward progress on the Stoke Lacy NDP Project. The 
Steering Group are a group of 9 volunteers from around the Parish with assistance from our Planning Advisor, 
Louise Kirkup from Kirkwells Ltd., Lynda Wilcox from HALC, (Herefordshire Association of Local Councils) and   
Stephanie Kitto from Herefordshire Council Planning dept. 

As a result of our Call for Sites in July and August, we have now received 12 proposed sites for development. These 
are a mix of sizes and locations across Stoke Lacy, Stoke Cross and the surrounding parish. 

As you may have seen, Herefordshire Council also launched their own Call for Sites a few weeks after we had      
announced ours for Stoke Lacy, this closed on the 15th September. The reason Herefordshire Council are now   
ramping up their search for sites is that they are behind on overall housing targets, the bypass looks even less likely 
to be built, which would have released more building land near the city, and the demand for housing in               
Herefordshire is rising rapidly, in part due to this year’s change in     working practices and people’s realisation they 
don’t need to work full time in offices in towns and cities and can enjoy a better quality of life in rural countryside. 

I recently heard that with the rise in demand across Herefordshire and the corresponding uplift in House prices we 
could soon see Herefordshire becoming the new Cotswold’s! 

“In Herefordshire, house prices rose by an average of 7.8 percent in the year to April, while across the UK, annual 
house prices grew by an average of 2.6 percent.”  

Charlotte Moreau – Hereford Times 

In addition, earlier this month, a ‘Planning for the Future’ white paper was released by the government (details 
available on Parish Council Website) which if adopted, will change planning rules and could possibly give local    
Parishes even less influence over planning decisions and less benefits from developers for the local community. 

The advantage we have in Stoke Lacy Parish, is that we have launched our NDP and once adopted, this will be seen 
as a legal document which must be referred to in planning decisions. (At least for the time being.) 

So, the next steps are: 

 

As I’ve often repeated, like it or not, having an NDP is about the only way we can have some influence on future 
development within our Parish. 

For updates please check the parish council and NDP websites at stokelacyparishcouncil.org.uk or stokelacy.co.uk 

Bill Morgan NDP Co-ordinator 

September 2020 the 12 proposed sites are assessed for technical feasibility by AECOM (Building and technical 
design consultants) 

October 2020 from this analysis, a draft short list is provided to the Parish Council for review 

November 2020 Parish Community meetings to discuss proposals and gather comments, thoughts and ideas 

Early 2021 final NDP document drafted for referendum by Stoke Lacy Parish Community 
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BROMYARD COMMUNITY TRANSPORT 

Transport Problems? 
If you do not have access to a car or public transport, call 

us, we can help get you going 

Our Services 

Go Dial a Ride and Community Cars 

Day Outings and Shopping Trips 

Group Minibus Transport 
Wheelchair friendly minibuses and MPV  

Why not volunteer as a driver 

Help us today - you may need us tomorrow! 
Call us on 01885 488452 or pop into the office 

1 Rowberry Street, Bromyard, HR7 4DU 

E: info@gobct.org.uk, www.gobct.org.uk  

Broxash Dog Grooming 

 

From a bath and a brush up to 
a full makeover 

25% off your dog’s first 
appointment 

Pick up and drop off available 

Veterinary Nurse for over 10 
years 

07795 101735 

 
 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

mailto:info@gobct.org.uk
http://www.gobct.org.uk
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fi.etsystatic.com%2F12829399%2Fr%2Fil%2Fbbabcd%2F1734177961%2Fil_570xN.1734177961_fq0x.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.etsy.com%2Fie%2Flisting%2F659299611%2Fblack-wreath-printable-wreath-berry&docid=vgTI3
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St Peter’s and St Paul’s Church  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday October 11th at 10.30am 

You are sure to have a warm welcome in the church for 

the Harvest Festival Service on Sunday October 11th at 

10.30am. Everyone is welcome with a special invitation to 

new residents from Newlands and elsewhere in the parish. 

All donations of produce to the festival will be sent to the 
Food Bank in Bromyard which willingly accepts offerings of 
fresh veg, dried and tinned goods and/or donations, but 
nothing homemade, such as chutney, jam or cakes.  
Please contact  Alma Westwood westwoodja@hotmail.com / 

01885 490286 

Coffee Morning 

Are you ready for a Zoom Coffee Morning? A way to keep 

in touch with friends and neighbours in the parish without 

moving out of your sitting room in these unusual times. 

The only downside is you have to make your own coffee! If 

you would like to join this friendly and chatty social gath-

ering please send your email address to Alma Westwood 

on  westwoodja@hotmail.com who will send you an     

invitation. You will need access to a mobile phone or          

computer to Zoom. 

Hedge Cutting Volunteers 

We have several hundred yards of hedge to cut in the 

church yard. Thanks to Martin Barrett the exterior and 

road sides of the hedges have been cut but the internal 

sides need to be cut by hand. If you have hedge clippers 

both manual and motorized can you spare an hour or two 

on Saturday morning of 17th October from 9am. Many 

hands make light work. Your skills with your own rake,  

secatuers and chainsaw will also be welcome! Social dis-

tancing and ventilation no problem! If you want to help 

but, on another day, please contact John Davies on 

cottageold@gmail.com or 07980 859953. Thank you. 

 

 

Stoke Lacy Flower Fairies 

It’s been a very strange year, and because of restrictions it 

hasn’t been possible to decorate the church with flowers 

this year. But hopefully next year will return to more      

normality and Margaret Woodley asks that all those who 

kindly  volunteered to clean and decorate the church this 

year will continue next year, in the same weeks they were 

scheduled this year. New volunteers would also be most 

welcome so please contact Margaret if you would like to  

join in helping Margaret and her team. Thank you 

Margaret Woodley 01432 820270 

**************************** 

Stoke Lacy 100 Club Results 

APRIL 2020 

1st Carole Sandhu £20 

2nd Neil Walters £10 

3rd Janet Parker £5 

JUNE 2020 

1st James Thomas £20 

2nd Tony Harris £10 

3rd Katie Ainsworth £5 

 JULY 2020 

1st Nick Harvey £20 

2nd Clifford Bufton £10 

3rd Betty Davies £5 

AUGUST 2020 

1st Phil Mackereth £20 

2nd Jo Burton £10 

3rd Janet Parker £5 

SEPTEMBER 2020 

1st Helen Bufton £20 

2nd Kate Parker £10 

3rd Ruth Hickmott £5 

What would have been the Fete Draw—Eileen Farr £100 

For enquiries or to join in 2021 please phone  

Tina Lifely 01432 820154 

mailto:westwoodja@hotmail.com
mailto:westwoodja@hotmail.com
mailto:cottageold@gmail.com
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Any contributions for the December edition 

of the Cider Press should be submitted by 

15th November, please.  

Letters, articles, advertisement of events 

should be sent by email to : 

jjpw.davies@gmail.com or contact  

the editor, Jo Davies on 01432 820732. 

Many thanks  

THE PLOUGH INN 
STOKE LACY 

 

FREEHOUSE 

RESTAURANT AND BAR MEALS 

LUNCHTIME AND EVENING 

DAILY SPECIALS BOARD 

SUNDAY LUNCHTIME CARVERY 

WYE VALLEY ALES 

SUPERB NEW FUNCTION ROOM 

LANDSCAPED BEER GARDEN 

Open every day except Monday. 

TEL: SIMON AND NARDIA LEWIS  

01885 490658 

STOKE LACY VILLAGE 
HALL 

A Registered Charity Number 1082078 

The perfect venue for parties, meetings and gath-
erings of all kinds. For enquiries please contact 

the Bookings Secretary  

Geoff Ivison on 01885 400601  

Holiday Cottage in South 
West Scotland 

Adjacent to Dalbeattie Forest, Dumfries & Galloway 

Great location for cycling, mountain biking, walking, 
golfing, bird watching, sailing, touring  – or just relaxing! 

STB 3 Stars. Sleeps 4. Open all year. 

For further details contact: 

Alma Westwood 

Phone: 01885 490286; email: westwoodja@hotmail.com 
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                                                                       Stoke Lacy Parish Council 

Notes from the Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 2nd September 2020 in Stoke Lacy Village Hall at 

7.30pm. 

Present: Councillors Janet Ivison (Chairman); Anne Reece; Bill Morgan.  In attendance: Mrs Alma Westwood, Clerk; 

three members of the public. Apologies were received and accepted from Councillors James Wilson and Helen 

Bufton and Ward Councillor Jonathan Lester.   

The draft accounts were approved and payments of SLCC Annual Subscription of £109 and HALC website hosting 

for the year of £66 were approved. 

NDP: An update on progress and next steps was received. The Issues and Options document was being         

produced and would be brought to Octobers Parish Council meeting for approval before being sent out to 

the public.  Public Meetings had been planned for Wednesday 18th November, 6-8pm, and Saturday 21st 

November 10am-2pm.  12 Calls for Sites had been received and were being processed, which could take up 

to three months, though it was hoped they would be ready for November’s Public Meetings.  It was hoped 

to have the NDP signed off by January or early February. Travellers’ Sites: no requirement for these in 

Stoke Lacy as Herefordshire Council had sufficient sites which could be expanded to accommodate extra 

requirements 

Wild Camping site at Hungry Hill Farm: three pitches were available, for which no planning permission was   

required. 

A465: On-going speeding issues at Crick’s Green and Stoke Hill were raised.  The Clerk was asked to see if  

members of the public could have a speed gun, under Community Concern. 

No information had been received about the installation of the gate at the south end of the village, or the SIDs 

which were to be provided under 106 funding. 

The Parish Council approved Planning Application 202288 at Cuckhorn Farm for use of the outdoor riding area 

for commercial use. 

An Extra-Ordinary meeting was arranged for Thursday 10th September at 6pm to answer the Government 

White Paper: Planning for the Future, and other documents relating to the Government’s proposed   

changes to planning regulations.  These documents are available on the Parish Council website and are 

open for members of the general public to answer if they so wish. 

Notes from Stoke Lacy Parish Council’s Extra-Ordinary meeting held on Thursday 10th September 2020 in Stoke 

Lacy Village Hall at 6pm 

Present: Councillors Janet Ivison (Chairman); Anne Reece; Helen Bufton; Bill Morgan; James Wilson   In attendance: 
Mrs Alma Westwood, Clerk 

The Minutes of the previous meeting held on Wednesday 2nd September 2020 were approved and signed 
Councillors discussed the Government’s consultation papers relating to proposed changes to the Planning Reg-

ulations: Transparency & Competition; Changes to the current planning system; White Paper: Planning for 

the Future.  Councillors agreed that these papers were very technical and they should not have been ex-

pected to respond without guidance. 

After discussion, it was agreed that Councillors respond to the White Paper: Planning for the Future, together 

with a letter expressing their concern regarding the lack of guidance provided. 

Councillors approved Planning Application 202597 The Hop Kiln, Stoke Lacy; proposed erection of detached 

carport and garden store. 

A Planning matter had come in on the morning of the meeting and was therefore not on the Agenda, but  

Councillors decided to discuss it as it was very important: An Enforcement Appeal had been lodged         

regarding 202553 Stokes Hill driveway.  Councillors agreed that the Parish Council’s views remained       

unchanged.                              Alma Westwood Parish Clerk (parishclerk@stokelacyparishcouncil.org.uk) 
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SkyCamera Aerial Photography 
CAA Qualified Drone Pilot 

Eye catching photographs & videos from the air 

• Aerial Photographs – Property / Estates / Farms 

• Building Inspections – Roof Surveys / Land Surveys 

• Marketing (Web & Publications) – Hotels / Pubs / Venues 

• Events & Videos – Sports / Shows / Weddings 

• Special locals offer - £65 per flight 10 miles around Stoke Lacy 

Photography prices start from £95 per property, delivering 6 to 10 aerial pdf images 
on a USB stick and 1 A4 colour print. (Additional printing and framing can be 
arranged) 

Phone: Bill Morgan 07770 522529 
Email: bill@skycamera.co.uk / Web: www.SkyCamera.co.uk  

 

 

RANGE COOKER 

SPECIALIST 

DEAN JAMES NAT GAS,LPG&OIL 

REFURBISHMENT 

CONVERTIONS 

FLUE INSTALLATION 

INSTALLATION SERVICE & REPAIR 
 

TEL: 01885 400639 MOBILE 07866 604877 

 

JOHN REECE 

Garden ~ Hardscaping & 

Home Maintenance 

Patios 

Terraces 

Fencing etc 

Mini digger hire 

Household maintenance 

Please phone     01885 400 611 
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 APPLE JUICING 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At Stoke Lacy Village Hall 

Saturday 3 October 9.30 am - 11 am 

If you have a surplus of apples Simon Abbis has kindly 

agreed to juice them for us as usual.  He will return 

the bottles of apple juice ordered the following Monday 

(5 Oct) at 6pm. 

The bottles will cost £1.55 per bottle. 

Please tell your friends & family so that we can make 

Simon’s offer worthwhile. 

For further information ring Pat Preece 01885 490 604 

************************************ 

Friendship Club 

Hello Friends, 

  I hope you are all keeping well and staying safe during 

this awful time. 

 It has now been decided, due to the age of most of our 

members, to cancel all meetings until at least the New 

Year.  Disappointing, but we are sure it is the correct   

decision.  

 Let us all hope for a happier and healthier 2021 

Daphne Montandon and Margaret Woodley 

*****************************  

A Thank You 

Dear Editor, Through the pages of the Cider Press, I 

would like to pass on my thanks to Margaret Woodley, 

who has shown true friendship throughout the pandem-

ic by staying in touch with all members of the Friendship 

Club, by telephone. It has been very much appreciated. I 

know she doesn’t like a fuss but thought her kindness 

should be acknowledged.    

                                                     (Name & address supplied) 

From the editor 

And so this dystopian year marches on to the dark,     

dismal days of Autumn and we seem once more set to be 

locked up or locked down, whatever you prefer to call it. 

I don’t know about anyone else but I am one Zoom call 

away from complete hysteria. ( Can you tell ?) 

 The year began with biblical flooding and the year     

continues with plague and pestilence. Here in rural     

Herefordshire we have been lucky to have the space and 

countryside surrounding us which makes the restrictions 

more bearable , but there’s no disguising the difficulties 

which have been visited on us and that worse may well 

be to come. 

Whilst restrictions continue and meeting up as a        

community is difficult we do have two dates in October, 

the harvest festival on 11th, a time to give thanks for  

nature’s bounty and then an opportunity to constrain 

nature’s bounty by taming the churchyard on 17th. 

In November, the parish will get the chance to comment 

and shape the Neighbourhood Development Plan, which 

is our chance to create a vision for Stoke Lacy’s future. 

The  project which is led by the excellent Bill  Morgan, 

who has only lived in the village for two years and has 

already contributed so much through leading the oral 

history group, joining the parish council and now the 

NDP.  

We hope everyone takes the opportunity to engage with 

the NDP whether you be born and bred here or have  

arrived in the last few months. It’s our home, our      

community, our future. 

May I also thank all those who work together to produce 

the Cider Press, Chris McNaught, Clare Albert and our 

distributors, all voluntary, of course. We are always glad 

to have new volunteers and it would be great to          

welcome some of the people who are newly arrived at 

Newlands on to our team. 

Thanks to all those who contribute articles and copy to 

the Cider Press and to our advertisers and sponsors    

especially the Parish Council for their grant. All            

contributions for the December edition of the Cider 

Press should be sent, in word document format please 

to me by November 15th. New ideas for features or  

regular columns are always welcomed, please, please 

do contact me if you have one. Thank you. 

Jo Davies                                        jjpw.davies@gmail.com 
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The First part of ‘Stoke Lacy in the Dark Ages’ By Hugh Nicklin 
 

I should like to start provocatively, by saying that ‘Stoke Lacy’ did not exist in the Dark Ages, and the river crossing 

on the Lodon, where it is now, did not experience a time of rape, pillage or paganism worthy of being called Dark 

Age. What, therefore, am I doing writing about it?  

When were ‘the Dark Ages’? Perhaps you Cider Press readers’ thought, as I once did, that the Romans tidily went 

home, and the Saxons arrived, pushing the Celtic Britons into Wales and in due course converting to Christianity. 

These events give us an initial target date for the Dark Ages in ‘Stoke Lacy’ from 410 AD to 597 AD.  

What was ‘Dark’ about them? Three things: first the collapse of literacy meant a sudden scarcity of written sources 

so the darkness of ignorance is a factor. That certainly applies to where our village is. Second there is the rape and 

pillage aspect as the pagan barbarians spread across the land, and thirdly there is a special religious connotation of 

a time of theological error. Neither of these two applies to our village.  

Tertullian described life in Roman times: “everywhere there are houses, people, cities, and life.” Not quite           

everywhere: until recently it was possible to think that there was nothing Roman at all about ‘Stoke Lacy’, but in 

2019 a Roman coin was found by metal detectorists in the big field east of the church. There was a Roman road 

nearby probably constructed in the first century AD in the course of the Romans’ conquest of South East Wales, 

linking Gloucester with Leintwardine. This still survives, spectacularly on the long straight causeway between 

Stretton Grandison and Ashperton, and in the 19th Century people still used it as far as Much Cowarne, but the    

Roman conquest of South Wales was done by 110 AD. The defensive ditch at Gloucester was filled in, and as the 

Romans developed Caerleon the Gloucester-Leintwardine road would have fallen into disuse. There’s not much to 

suggest how it got from Much Cowarne to Risbury, but from the isolated churches at Moreton Jeffries and 

Ullingswick one might conjecture that it went through there. It passes closer to ‘Stoke Lacy’ than its extension north 

from Risbury passes by the newly discovered site full of Roman treasures at Grendon Bishop, so the ‘Stoke Lacy’ 

coin need not be regarded as anomalous.  

No more coins arrived in Britain after 402 AD. In 406 the vandals burst across the frozen Rhine into France, but they 

turned south, and left Britain untouched. In 410 the last Roman soldiers left Britain to try to cope with the mess in 

France caused by the Vandals having burst across the frozen Rhine in 406. The Vandals turned south, leaving Britain 

alone. When the Roman soldiers left Britain, nothing much happened in ‘Stoke Lacy’, as the leading Britons          

continued to rule it from the regional HQ at Cirencester. With no coins, trade gradually ceased, and the Roman road 

touching ‘Stoke Lacy’ fell silent. By 420 there were no markets and no schools. Roman Britain, and ‘Stoke Lacy’ with 

it, had hit the buffers, and the Dark Ages began.  

With the collapse of literacy, people went on not writing anything about ‘Stoke Lacy’ as they had since time         

immemorial.  Even if they had been literate, nothing much worth recording happened for a while. The Celtic tribal 

chief in Cirencester, with his Roman title, his smattering of Latin and his toga, continued in charge, flexing his      

muscles now as a ‘tyrant’ as his enemies called him.  
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Lower status Celts went on cultivating the fields in ‘Stoke Lacy’. It took time for the collapse of commerce to cause 

anything more serious than a shortage of good quality fish sauce, and pottery vessels to serve it in. In 429 a visiting 

bishop described his British audience, very possibly including the Cirencester chieftain, as “conspicuous for riches, 

brilliant in dress and surrounded by a fawning multitude”. Illegal Saxon barbarian immigrants were coming towards 

‘Stoke Lacy’, and by the time of the Bishop’s sermon they already established in the Thames Valley west of Oxford, 

but they were defeated in Wiltshire in the 440s. ‘Stoke Lacy’ was saved!  

Setting a precedent to be followed in 1444, 1938, and 2016 the political class now deserted the people they were 

supposed to protect. The leading Britons, ‘brilliant in dress’, decamped across the Channel, turning into ‘Bretons’. I 

don’t know whether the Cirencester chief was with them. Across England their villas, like the one at Blackwardine, 

just up the Roman road from ‘Stoke Lacy’, mouldered away and fell through lack of maintenance. No-one attacked 

it, pillaged it, lived in it or burned it down. No ladies were raped there. By 496, Gloucester, Leintwardine and    

Chester were ‘dismal, deserted ruins’. The Roman road which skirted ‘Stoke Lacy’, full of potholes because the 

maintenance gangs had not been seen for 150 years, was now a road to nowhere. 

When the illegal Saxon immigrants got moving again towards ‘Stoke Lacy’ they ran into ‘King Arthur’ somewhere 

south of the M4 and were totally smashed at the Battle of Mons Badonicus between 490 and 516. ‘Stoke Lacy’ was 

saved again! Managing without the brilliantly dressed expatriates who had led to France, Celtic ‘tyrants’ went on 

ruling amid the ‘dismal, deserted ruins’ of former Roman towns. ‘Stoke Lacy’ therefore remained for another 40 

years in the strange twilight of a Roman Britain without Romans, towns or trade, which the bad historian Gildas   

describes in 539 as ‘our present security’.  

One man’s tyrant is another man’s king: political nature abhors a vacuum. Over in Wales the kingdoms of Dyfed, 

Gwynedd, Powys and Gwent appeared. The Celtic ‘kingdom of Ergyng’ overlapped Herefordshire south of the Wye.  

One of its Kings was called Peibio Clafrog (‘Peibio the Driveller’) Peibio’s grandson Dubricius, who was born just 15 

miles from ‘Stoke Lacy’ at Madley, had a Romanised name. He looked at the state of things in 540s, the ‘dismal,  

deserted ruins of towns’, and the chaos of the ‘tyrants’, and did something which the former powerful were     

learning to do across the Roman world: he founded monasteries, where distressed gentlefolk could continue to live 

a civilised Roman life. This novel idea was suggested to him in 529, when St Benedict (20 years younger than       

Dubricius) founded the original Benedictine monastery at Monte Cassino in Italy. In around 545, a year in which 

‘Stoke Lacy’ was ravaged by plague, Dubricius founded monasteries at Moccas and Hentland.  

The advancing pagan Saxon illegal immigrants never arrived. The ‘Celtic Christianity’ which Dubricius’s monasteries 

represented continued. These ‘Celtic Christians’ naturally built ordinary churches, too, identifiable by their roughly 

circular churchyards. ‘Stoke Lacy’ churchyard used to be circular… 

As ‘Stoke Lacy’ waited for the Saxon onslaught, it was part of the kingdom to the north of Peibio’s, equally Celtic, 

equally Christian and called ‘Pengwern’. It, too, was the creation of the brilliantly dressed Britons with togas and a 

smattering of Latin who had once ruled the former area of the pre-Roman Cornovii tribe, whose hill fortress on 

Titterstone Clee had looked down on Herefordshire from the north.  ( To be continued….) 
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Two sisters discover the plough their father won in 1926 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The year was 1926 and 22-year-old Edward Partridge, hoping to become a farmer, was working for Mr. Robert 

Brace at The Hill Farm, Cradley. 

He must have been learning fast as they both went to the Madresfield Ploughing Match where Edward beat his 

boss and won the first prize, a miniature plough. 

Edward met Ellen Mary Clews (Babs) at a tennis party at her home, The Hope House, Cradley and they were mar-

ried on June 28th 1932. He took over the tenancy of The Sponend Farm, Fromes Hill with his brother Jack. Mary was 

born in May 1934 and Janet in February 1936. Jack eventually took over The Pool Farm, Evesbatch. 

Edward died in 1993 and Mary found the photograph of his winning plough in his bureau with his writing on the 

back saying ‘’this is the plough I won at Madresfield in 1926’’. Janet tried over the years to locate the plough by 

showing the photograph amongst the ploughmen but none could help. 

Mary and Janet, both married to Parker brothers in the 1950s, were sitting next to Tom Nellist at a lunch following 

the Trumpet & District Annual Plough Sunday when he casually said ‘’We have been given a plough which was once 

owned by Madresfield Ploughing Society’’. They looked at each other, both with the same thought – could this be 

the plough their father won in 1926? 

After a visit to Mrs. June Green, the Trumpet & District Secretary, they saw and confirmed it was the plough, which 

in fact had Edward’s name on it. It had only been awarded twice in 1925 and 1926. It was given by a firm called J L      

Larkworthy & Co (est. 1845) and called The Larkworthy Trophy – to be presented to the Best Ploughman on the 

field. 

So amazing it should be given to Trumpet Ploughing Society with which both Mary and Janet are so involved. 

 


